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AS Religious Studies - Component 1 Buddhism

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 22 15 4.4 25 60.2 22.4
1b 22 14.4 4.3 25 57.6 22.4
2a 74 14.3 4.9 25 57.3 75.5
2b 74 15.8 4.7 25 63.1 75.5
3a 62 14.4 4.5 25 57.5 63.3
3b 61 15 4.6 25 60.1 62.2
4a 31 13.5 4.7 25 54.1 31.6
4b 30 13.4 5.7 25 53.5 30.6
5a 3 10.3 1.5 25 41.3 3.1
5b 3 6.3 2.9 25 25.3 3.1
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions [25 marks] 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 
- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 
set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence 
and examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


11-15 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy 
and relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only 


demonstrates 'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions [25 marks] 
 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including 
their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues 
raised by the question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and 
addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


11-15 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 
generally been addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or 
evidence. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 
addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported 
with reason and/or evidence. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the 
question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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2. (a) Outline the meanings of the three refuges in Buddhism. 


[AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• The candidates may introduce the idea of the three refuges before 
explaining each in more detail. Sarana is the word that is translated ‘to 
get refuge’. Tisarana is the Pali term for the three refuges; however, they 
are also known as three jewels or tiratna (Sanskrit triratna) to highlight 
their precious nature. Refuge in the Buddhist sense is not about a safe 
space to seek comfort. Instead, it is a place of spiritual excellence that a 
Buddhist can find strength and also to refresh oneself on the journey to 
enlightenment. They are ‘places’ to be transformed and purified. Buddhist 
monks often chant the refuges three times. This is an initiation ritual as 
well as something to be said when in need of the three refuges. 


• The Buddha is the first of the three refuges. He is a teacher and a guide 
and an inspiration. He is an example of a human who has overcome the 
human condition. The teachings of the Buddha that Buddhists may use to 
help them include the middle way of living; the insight of the four sights; 
the Eightfold Path; the diagnosis of the Four Noble Truths and 
meditation, leading to enlightenment. For Mahayana, the Buddha is seen 
as more than human; a being with powers that have been developed 
through high level meditation.  


• The dharma is the second of the three refuges. The dharma is the 
collective body of the teachings of the Buddha. Each group of Buddhists 
will have a slightly different account of the Buddhas teachings as for the 
first few hundred years after the Buddha had died the teachings were 
orally passed on. Theravada Buddhists would consider the Pali Canon to 
be the complete dharma. For Zen Buddhists the scripture is not the best 
way to access the dharma. Oral transition of koans and Sutras are the 
Zen way of accessing the dharma. 


• The sangha, which is the Buddhist community. The Buddhist community is 
often explained differently. However, in this instance it means the widest 
community the worldwide community. As a refuge it is to be seen as a 
group of like-minded Buddhists that share the common goal of 
enlightenment. The purpose of the group is to provide support and 
encouragement to every Buddhist on the path to awakening.  


• Candidates may express why this refuge is important through the parable 
of the elephant that belonged to the King. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Dharma is the most important refuge for Buddhists.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• One line of argument is that the dharma is the most important refuge as 
it is the closest account of Buddha available and a way to 
enlightenment. He said himself, ‘to see me is to see the dharma’. The 
Buddha put value in the teachings as an answer to the question; a 
diagnosis and solution. It was his gift to humanity. 


• Moreover, candidates could express that the dharma provides more 
than just the refuge, it is also a hagiographical account of the Buddha. It 
gives us a historical account of the Buddha and his life. 


• An alternative line of argument is that the dharma is not universal. 
There are different versions of the dharma: Mahayana, Zen and 
Theravada. An example is that Zen Buddhists do not hold the texts in 
high regard. As their beliefs are all different it can be said that the 
dharma is not the most important refuge for Buddhists. 


• A different point of view could be that they are supposed to be of equal 
importance. Together the three refuges provide the optimum chance for 
Buddhists to reach enlightenment. 


• A line of reasoning is that the Buddha is the most important refuge. He 
is the dharma, he found the teachings. Thus, there is no dharma 
without the Buddha and without the Buddha there would be no sangha. 
The Buddha created the first sangha. The Buddha is the first of the 
three refuges, when recited.  


• However, a counter line of argument is the Buddha is not seen in the 
same way for all Buddhists. For Theravada Buddhists he is just a man, 
a human who found enlightenment. There are some Mahayana 
Buddhist who believe that the Buddha has powers that he gained from 
deep meditation and there are others who do not agree, seeing his 
powers as mythological. 


• It could be argued that the sangha strengthens Buddhism and keeps 
the teachings alive and relevant. The sangha can be seen to preserve 
the religion. It incorporates both the dharma and the Buddha. The 
dharma is not necessarily accessible to all without the help of the 
sangha to interpret the text for modern or new Buddhists. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 


  












 

Sticky Note

Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts appropriately. This candidate uses both the Pali Canon and Snelling.







 

Sticky Note

The candidate uses thorough and accurate specialist language and vocabulary in context. The comparison between the way that different groups of Buddhists interpret the refuges is executed to a high level.



 

Sticky Note

The use of the parable of the elephant demonstrates excellent use of evidence and examples, adding to the explanation of the Sangha. This shows that the response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth.







 

Sticky Note

The candidate achieved Band 5, 24 marks, for this answer. It met the criteria for band 5. To improve this answer, the candidate could have given explanations to each point offered. Whilst this answer is  thoroughly explained there are areas that would benefit from further explanation, such as the final paragraph.



 

Sticky Note

Whilst this does not have a bearing on the answer it is worth noting that this band 5 answer has a brief plan.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate has referenced primary and secondary texts and shown a deep level of critical analysis throughout, demonstrating thorough, sustained and clear views. They are supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and evidence.











 

Sticky Note

The candidate achieved a Band 5, 24 marks for the AO2 answer. The response successfully identified and thoroughly addressed the issues raised by the question set.To improve this answer the candidate could develop their conclusion.
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Or,


 0 2  a) Outline the meanings of the three refuges in Buddhism. [25]


 b) ‘Dharma is the most important refuge for Buddhists.’
  Evaluate this view. [25]
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions [25 marks] 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 
- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 
set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence 
and examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


11-15 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy 
and relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only 


demonstrates 'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions [25 marks] 
 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including 
their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues 
raised by the question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and 
addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


11-15 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 
generally been addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or 
evidence. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 
addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported 
with reason and/or evidence. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the 
question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Section B 
 


3. (a) Explain the Four Noble Truths, with reference to the medical metaphor. 


[AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• Candidates should explain both the medical metaphor and Four Noble 
Truths. They will explain how the truths help Buddhists to overcome 
suffering and reach enlightenment. The Buddha has often been 
compared to a physician diagnosing the human condition and 
prescribing a solution. This concept can be found in the 
Dharmacakkappavattana Sutta, the Buddha’s initial sermon. He was 
explaining that nobility is not a status gained through caste (as found in 
the Hindu caste system) but through wisdom. He created four truths for 
the noble. 


• The first truth is suffering (dukkha), the second is the origin of suffering 
(samudaya), the third truth is cessation of dukkha (nirodha) and the 
fourth truth is the path (magga), which leads to the eightfold path. 
Suffering comes in many forms. Three examples include three of the 
sights that the Buddha saw on his journey outside of the palace. 
Candidates may comment on dukkha-dukkha (painful suffering), 
viparinama-dukkha (the changing state of nature) and sankhara- 
dukkha (the contingent nature of existence). Candidates may give 
examples for each of the types of suffering. Suffering is the first of the 
Four Noble Truths. Understanding the truth of dukkha is to complete the 
first truth. It is like the doctor realising the problem. 


• The second of the truths explains the reason why we suffer. This is 
when the doctor realising why the problem is happening. It is because 
of arising (samudaya) attachments (tanha) and desires that humans 
find hard to abandon, but ultimately need to, in order to reach 
enlightenment. Tanha is due to the three poisons, greed (lobha), hatred 
(dosa) and delusion (moha). 


• The third truth is the cessation of the craving (nirodha). Once the 
craving has stopped, nibbana will occur. This is the doctor realising that 
there is a cure for this problem. Nirodha does not cause nibbana it 
simply ends negative grasping and allows the wheel of life to stop 
turning. Nothing conditions or causes nibbana. 


• The fourth noble truth is known as Magga, the noble Eightfold Path. 
They are practical training tools for reaching nibbana. This is like the 
prescription that the Buddha prescribes. This is the solution to the 
problem. The way the Buddha proposes we are healed of the suffering 
that we encounter is by changing our lifestyle to align with that set out in 
the Eightfold Path.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The Four Noble Truths do not reflect reality.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• One line of enquiry is that the Truths do reflect reality and this can be 
seen when Peter Harvey translated the Four Noble Truths to mean the 
four ‘sure realities’. He wanted to emphasise the empirical nature of 
them. They are, for Harvey, clear realities in the world today. They do 
not need to be viewed as philosophical concepts of the philosophy of 
Buddhism as they have been tried and tested and appear to work for a 
lot of Buddhists, and thus there may be truth in their reality. 


• Candidates may give examples of how each step can be observed in 
the modern world. They may use the example of the doctor to 
emphasise the truths as reality. 


• A counter line of argument could be that there are human scenarios that 
do not seem to fit into the model of the Four Noble Truths. An example 
of this could be a child born with a medical issue that leads to early 
death. It is not apparent where the tanha is in this scenario. The model 
can be seen as too simplistic for life’s complicated web of events. 


• An alternative argument could be that the craving came from a past life. 
This however seems to be an evasion of the issue and relies upon the 
faith of the individual. Empirical evidence is the world of reality in 
modern times, not faith. 


• A different process of reasoning may say that suffering, as a main 
aspect of human life, seems very pessimistic. Dukkha is more than pain. 
It is completely based in reality; humans suffer on many levels each 
day. Candidates may use examples. 


• Candidates may argue that they do reflect reality as the reality is that 
many people need help to become better humans, morally and 
spiritually. The prescription of the Buddha is the Eightfold Path which 
helps to develop a positive insight into how the world works alongside 
our human nature and mindset. 


• A line of reasoning is that they are reality for some not all. The Buddha 
himself said that Buddhists should ‘test for yourself and see’. This 
means that the Buddha himself did not expect every teaching to suit 
each individual Buddha on their quest for enlightenment. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
 
 


  












 

Sticky Note

Whilst the basic understanding of the First Noble Truth is here and the candidate's answer is a satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set, there is room for development.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate shows mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.







 

Sticky Note

The candidate has delivered a solid Band 3 answer, 13 marks. To develop this answer the candidate could reference sources of wisdom. There is evidence of breadth over depth. The candidate could develop each paragraph.







 

Sticky Note

There is evidence of accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.



 

Sticky Note

Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning or evidence. The references would benefit from further explanation.







 

Sticky Note

This candidate's answer has raised many of the issues expected. There is a satisfactory level of analysis putting the answer into Band 3.







 

Sticky Note

This answer achieved a top Band 3, 15  marks. The candidate has shown a satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.
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Either,


 0 3  a) Explain the Four Noble Truths, with reference to the medical metaphor. [25]


 b) ‘The Four Noble Truths do not reflect reality.’
  Evaluate this view. [25]
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions [25 marks] 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 
- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 
set.  


• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence 
and examples. 


• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


11-15 marks 


• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy 
and relevance.  


• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of 
evidence and examples. 


• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only 


demonstrates 'knowledge in isolation' 


0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions [25 marks] 
 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including 
their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 


• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues 
raised by the question set. 


• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 


• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and 
addressed. 


• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


11-15 marks 


• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 
generally been addressed. 


• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or 
evidence. 


• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


6-10 marks 


• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 
addressed. 


• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported 
with reason and/or evidence. 


• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 


• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the 
question set.  


• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


• Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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4. (a) Examine the Buddhist notion of karma. 


[AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• Candidates may explain karma (Pali - kamma) using modern examples 
and/or through scripture. In its most simplistic form karma means 
action. Karma is the activity that all humans are constantly carrying out 
in the cycle of existence. Everything in life is ultimately connected in a 
web of cause and effect. 


• The Buddhist definition of karma from Narada Thera is ‘Good gets 
good. Evil gets evil. Like attracts like. This is the law of kamma.’ 
Buddhists have to take ownership of their actions and the affect that it 
can have on their future. Whilst action is the definition of karma, weight 
is put on the intention of the action and the thought process that comes 
before that. The intention may be the ultimate cause of a person’s 
rebirth. Buddha said, ‘intention O monks is what I call kamma’. 


• Candidates may discuss chapters 1 and 9 of the Dharmapada. Chapter 
1 makes it very clear that our actions come from our thoughts and 
impure thoughts lead to bad actions, whereas pure thoughts lead to 
good actions. It also explains what sort of feelings and thoughts lead to 
bad actions or negative outcomes. For example, haters will receive 
hatred, evil thoughts will last throughout lifetimes and those who do not 
train their mind will fall foul of their passions - anger, jealousy, greed 
etc. It tells us that our actions determine our future, but this is controlled 
by our mind. To control our future, we have to learn to control our 
minds. 


• Chapter 9 looks further into the relationship between cause and effect. 
It focusses on the idea of evil and how that might manifest across 
lifetimes. It says that, ‘painful is the accumulation of evil’. It compares 
evil to a seed that is planted that grows more evil. If good is planted 
then the planter will reap the reward of seeing the goodness ripen. 


• Karma is said to be best described as wholesome or unwholesome 
fruit- fruitful or unfruitful. Unwholesomeness has been described in 
Buddhism as lobha (greed), dosa (hatred) and moha (delusion). An 
individual has personal feelings before committing an act, but karma as 
a law is impersonal. In the questions of King Milinda, he asks Nagasena 
to explain how karma works. The karmic fruits can be passed on 
through lives as karma is a continuous process much like the cycle of 
life and death.  


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Buddhists should reject questions about the existence of God.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


• One line of argument is that questions about God are legitimate in any 
religion and Buddhism is no different. Every human at some point has 
questions about the origins of the universe and life, why would 
Buddhists be any different? 


• However, some candidates may say that Buddhism is not like any other 
religion and so the legitimacy of God are not questions that Buddhists 
need to concern themselves with. The Buddha himself clearly states in 
the Pali Canon that questions of this nature are not useful for anyone. 
He rejected speculations about God and other metaphysical ideas.  


• In support of this line of reasoning is the Buddha used many analogies 
to explain his theories. One such analogy is that of the poisoned arrow. 
The victim is concerned with the origin of the arrow, that persons family 
etc, instead of getting to a surgeon. This is like those who focus on the 
origin of the world instead of the solution to the problem. 


• A contrasting line of enquiry is that these questions do not help a 
Buddhist on the path to enlightenment. Buddhists should focus on trying 
to eliminate dukkha. All metaphysical questions about the past or the 
future cannot be seen as relevant. 


• Another line of enquiry is that the Buddha might be seen to ignore the 
questions of the legitimacy of God rather than dismiss them. It is 
accepted that there are gods in Buddhism and this can be seen as 
metaphysical. However, it could be the rejection of an almighty God that 
created the universe, that the Buddha doesn’t engage with. An ultimate 
God may not fit into Buddhist cosmology. 


• Candidates might discuss how Buddhism is considered by many to be 
atheistic. It doesn’t have a creator God and so there is not a need to 
analyse the legitimacy of one. It could be debated that atheistic 
Buddhism can legitimately have a realm of gods. 


• In addition to the above line of enquiry, many in today’s world try to 
combine the idea of a scientific evaluations of the world and Buddhism. 
Trying to combine these two world views can become contrived and 
take something away from both. Some may say that trying to marry the 
two together is as relevant as seeking out answers to questions of a 
legitimate God. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
 
 


  












 

Sticky Note

Excellent introduction to the answer using a full definition of the concept of karma.







 

Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom here. They go on to discuss various examples from sacred texts, showing the candidate has an in-depth knowledge of the sources of wisdom.



 

Sticky Note

The response demonstrates depth with a good use of evidence and examples.







 

Sticky Note

The candidate achieved a Band 4, 19 marks by demonstrating accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. To improve this answer the candidate could have used examples relating to the modern world as well as the excellent references to scripture that were selected.







 

Sticky Note

The candidate has a thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. Alongside the candidate's use of the well explained examples, this AO2 answer successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set.







 

Sticky Note

An excellent conclusion that addresses the question well, showing a perceptive evaluation of the issue.The candidate achieved full marks for this AO2 answer, Band 5, 25 marks. They met every criterion of the top band to produce an excellent answer.
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(B120UD0-1)


Or,


 0 4  a) Examine the Buddhist notion of karma. [25]


 b) ‘Buddhists should reject questions about the existence of God.’  
  Evaluate this view.  [25]
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